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VCSEL ARRAY FOR A DEPTH CAMERA

BACKGROUND

In order to suitably image a relatively large environment
(e.g., a living room) with a time-of-flight (TOF) depth
camera, a near infrared light source having high peak power
and a fast modulation speed with sharp edge definition may
be employed. In particular, the high peak power may provide
enough light to suitably illuminate the entire environment.
Furthermore, the fast modulation speed with sharp edge
definition may provide accurate depth measurements of light
returned from the environment.

SUMMARY

Various embodiments relating to a time-of-flight (TOF)
depth camera including a vertical-cavity surface emitting
laser (VCSEL) array device are disclosed. In one embodi-
ment, a TOF depth camera includes a heat sink having a
mounting surface, an illumination module mounted to the
mounting surface, and an image sensor mounted to the
mounting surface. The illumination module includes a
printed circuit board (PCB), a VCSEL array device config-
ured to generate illumination light to illuminate an image
environment, and a driver configured to deliver an operating
current to the VCSEL array device. The VCSEL array device
and the driver are mounted to the PCB. The image sensor is
configured to detect at least a portion of illumination light
reflected from the image environment.

This Summary is provided to introduce a selection of
concepts in a simplified form that are further described
below in the Detailed Description. This Summary is not
intended to identify key features or essential features of the
claimed subject matter, nor is it intended to be used to limit
the scope of the claimed subject matter. Furthermore, the
claimed subject matter is not limited to implementations that
solve any or all disadvantages noted in any part of this
disclosure.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a vertical-cavity surface emitting laser
(VCSEL) array device in a chip-on-submount (CoS) con-
figuration according to an embodiment of this disclosure.

FIG. 2 schematically shows a top view of a VCSEL array
device according to an embodiment of this disclosure.

FIG. 3 schematically shows a cross-sectional view of the
VCSEL array device of FIG. 2.

FIG. 4 schematically shows a time-of-flight (TOF) depth
camera according to an embodiment of this disclosure.

FIG. 5 schematically shows a TOF depth camera accord-
ing to another embodiment of this disclosure.

FIG. 6 schematically shows a top view of an illumination
module of the TOF depth camera of FIG. 5

FIG. 7 shows a computing system and a natural user input
(NUI) interface system according to an embodiment of this
disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

This disclosure relates to a time-of-flight depth (TOF)
depth camera including a vertical-cavity surface emitting
laser (VCSEL) array device. More particularly, this disclo-
sure relates to a TOF depth camera including a VCSEL array
device and associated driver circuitry in a package that may
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2

facilitate a reduced operating temperature and lower induc-
tance relative to other TOF depth camera configurations.

FIG. 1 shows a VCSEL array device 100 in a chip-on-
submount (CoS) configuration according to an embodiment
of this disclosure. The VCSEL array device 100 includes a
VCSEL chip 102 mounted on a submount 104. The VCSEL
chip includes a plurality of VCSEL emitters 106. The
plurality of VCSEL emitters 106 each emit coherent light
independently and collectively contribute incoherently to a
combined light beam. In particular, each emitter adds light
intensity instead of field amplitude to the light beam.
Accordingly, illumination homogenization characteristics
may be increased (e.g., speckle suppression, reduction of
diffraction artifacts and Moiré fringes), which can simplify
a design of illumination optics that distribute laser light into
a field of view with certain intensity distribution in a TOF
depth camera.

The plurality of VCSEL emitters 106 may be arranged
two dimensionally on a light emitting surface 108 of the
VCSEL chip. The plurality of VCSEL emitters 106 emits
light in a direction perpendicular to the light emitting surface
108. The plurality of VCSEL emitters 106 may be identical
by design to simplify manufacturing of the VCSEL chip.
Although, one or more VCSEL emitters may vary in size or
shape without departing from the scope of this disclosure.

It will be understood that the plurality of VCSEL emitters
may be arranged on the light emitting surface 108 in any
suitable manner. In the illustrated example, the plurality of
VCSEL emitters is arranged according to a hexagonal pat-
tern that efficiently uses the surface area of the VCSEL chip.
In another example, the plurality of VCSEL emitters may be
arranged according to a different pattern. In another
example, the plurality of VCSEL emitter may be arranged
arbitrarily.

The VCSEL chip 102 is mounted to the submount 104 to
facilitate surface mounting of the VCSEL chip on a printed
circuit board (PCB) of a TOF depth camera. The submount
104 may have a coefficient of thermal expansion (CTE) that
matches the VCSEL chip 102 to help provide highly reliable
device operation. It will be understood that the submount
may be made of any suitable thermally conductive material
to disperse heat away from the VCSEL chip in order to
promote lower operating temperatures. In one example the
VCSEL chip includes gallium arsenide. In one example, the
submount includes aluminum nitride. Other non-limiting
examples of materials used in the submount include, but are
not limited to, silicon and copper.

The submount 104 includes an anode 110 and a cathode
112 to which the VCSEL chip 102 may be electrically
connected. In the illustrated embodiment, the anode 110 and
the cathode 112 are positioned on a same side of the
submount 104. The electrodes and/or the top surface of the
submount may be metalized in order to electrically connect
with the VCSEL chip. In particular, the VCSEL 102 chip
may be bonded to the cathode 112, for example via a
bonding process. Further, the plurality of VCSEL emitters
that make up the array may be electrically connected in
parallel to the anode 110 via a plurality of bonding wires
114. In some embodiments, the electrodes (e.g., anode and
cathode) may be positioned on opposing sides of the sub-
mount. For example, in an example where the submount is
made of copper, the VCSEL chip may be directly connected
to cathode on the surface of the submount, and the VCSEL
emitter array may be electrically connected to the anode on
the opposing side of the submount.

A VCSEL array device may be implemented in a TOF
depth camera over other illumination sources for several



US 9,456,201 B2

3

reasons. For example, the VCSEL array device may provide
a higher power output at a higher conversion efficiency
relative to a multiple light emitting diode (LED) light
source. The high power output of the VCSEL array device
may be useful for suitably illuminating a relatively large
environment. In contrast, a multiple LED light source may
not be capable of suitably illuminating a large environment.
Moreover, the VCSEL array device may provide sharper
edge definitions at high speeds of signal modulation relative
to that of the multiple LED light source. The sharp edge
definition may increase accuracy of depth detection. In
contrast, the multiple LED light source may have reduced
depth detection accuracy due to providing less sharp edge
definitions.

In another example, multiple edge-emitting laser diodes
(EELD) may be used as a light source in a TOF depth
camera to achieve the desired peak power and modulation
speed. However, because these lasers emit light along an
edge, an arrangement of optics to suitably shape the emitted
light may be more complex and relatively less robust than
that of a VCSEL array device. In one particular example, an
EELD configuration may have a pointing error of emitted
light of 2 degrees due to mounting faces being in-plane with
an emitting surface. On the other hand, a VCSEL array
device having a planar surface, being mounted to a planar
surface, and emitting light orthogonal to the mounting plane
may have a pointing error approximately 0.5 degrees. The
EELD configuration may require additional optics to correct
the larger pointing error relative to the VCSEL configura-
tion. Accordingly, packaging costs, and more particularly,
optics costs of such a TOF depth camera may be higher than
that of a TOF depth camera that includes a VCSEL array
device.

FIG. 2 schematically shows a top view of a VCSEL array
device 200 according to an embodiment of this disclosure.
Components of the VCSEL array device 200 that may be
substantially the same as those of the VCSEL array device
100 are identified in the same way and are described no
further. However, it will be noted that components identified
in the same way in different embodiments of this disclosure
may be at least partly different.

The VCSEL array device includes a VCSEL chip 202 and
a plurality of solder pads 206 mounted on a same side of a
submount 204. The plurality of solder pads 206 may be used
to electrically connect a PCB to the VCSEL chip 202 and/or
physically connect the PCB to the submount 204. In par-
ticular, the plurality of solder pads 206 may facilitate mount-
ing of the VCSEL array device 200 to an underside of a
PCB. In other words, the VCSEL array device may be
positioned behind the PCB, such that the VCSEL array
device is between the PCB and a heat sink in a TOF depth
camera. In such a configuration, the VCSEL array device
may emit a light beam through an opening that extends
through the PCB. An example of this configuration is shown
in FIG. 5 and discussed in further detail below.

FIG. 3 schematically shows a cross-sectional view of the
VCSEL array device 200 of FIG. 2. The VCSEL array
device may optionally include a stiffener layer 208. The
stiffener layer 208 may be positioned between the submount
204 and a mounting surface of a heat sink of a TOF depth
camera. The optional stiffener layer may provide increased
support in the case of a brittle submount. Further, the
stiffener layer may facilitate thermal conductivity between
the submount and a heat sink on which the VCSEL array
device may be mounted. Further still, the stiffener layer may
reduce bending stresses in the CoS package that results from
thermal expansion mismatching of the CoS stack-up. It will
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be understood that the stiffener layer may include any
suitable thermally conductive material to disperse heat from
the VCSEL array device to the heat sink. In one example, the
stiffener layer includes aluminum.

FIG. 4 schematically shows a time-of-flight (TOF) depth
camera 400 according to an embodiment of this disclosure.
The TOF depth camera may be configured to collect image
data from an image environment illuminated by illumination
light. The TOF depth camera 400 includes a heat sink 402
having a mounting surface 404. An illumination module 406
and a depth sensor module 408 may be mounted to the
mounting surface 404 of the heat sink 402. The illumination
module 406 may be spaced away from the depth sensor
module 408 on the mounting surface 404 to allow for air
flow between the modules in order to dissipate heat from the
modules to the heat sink. Moreover, the illumination module
may be spaced a suitable distance away from the depth
sensor module on the mounting surface to inhibit stray light
from leaking from the illumination module to the depth
sensor module. In some embodiments, a barrier may be
positioned between the illumination module and the depth
sensor module to prevent stray light from interfering with
the depth sensor module.

The illumination module 406 includes a PCB 410, a
VCSEL array device 412, a driver 418, and a diffuser 421.
The PCB 410 may be mounted directly to the heat sink 402.
It will be understood that the PCB may include any suitable
material. For example, the PCB may be made of a material
having a thermal conductivity greater than 2 Watts/(meters-
Kelvin). In one example, the PCB includes a metal core for
increased thermal conductivity relative to a PCB made
strictly of less thermally conductive material, such as FR4.
In other words, because the PCB is mounted directly to the
heat sink, a PCB having higher thermal conductivity may
increase heat transfer to the heat sink relative to a PCB
having a lower thermal conductivity.

The VCSEL array device 412 may be mounted to a
surface of the PCB 410 that opposes a surface that is
mounted to the heat sink 402. The VCSEL array device 412
may be configured to generate illumination light 414 to
illuminate an environment 416. As discussed above, the
VCSEL array device may provide high peak power output at
a high conversion efficiency to suitably illuminate the envi-
ronment. Moreover, the VCSEL array device may produce
sharp edge definitions at high speeds of signal modulation
that may increase depth detection accuracy. In such a
configuration edge sharpness may be related to an induc-
tance of the electronic components of the illumination
module. In particular, a reduction in inductance of the
illumination module results in an increase in edge sharpness.
Accordingly, a driver 418 may be mounted to the PCB 410
and electrically connected to the VCSEL array device 412
via the PCB. By mounting the driver on the PCB with the
VCSEL array device, a distance between the two compo-
nents may be reduced relative to a configuration where a
driver is mounted separately on the heat sink. Accordingly,
inductance may be reduced relative to the configuration
where the driver is mounted separately.

In one example, the VCSEL chip is made of gallium
arsenide and the driver is made of silicon. As such, the
VCSEL chip is electrically connected to the driver via the
PCB. In some embodiments, the driver may be fabricated
from gallium arsenide, and the driver and the VCSEL chip
may be mounted on the same submount. In such a configu-
ration, the CoS may have an increased operating temperature
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and a reduced inductance relative to the configuration where
the VCSEL chip and the driver are electrically connected via
the PCB.

The driver 418 may be configured to deliver an operating
current to the VCSEL array device to power the VCSEL
array device. In particular, the driver 418 may be configured
to receive a modulated input signal 420. The driver may act
as a constant current source to deliver the modulated input
signal to the VCSEL array device. The VCSEL array device
may generate illumination light as a pulse train that corre-
sponds to the modulated input signal. In one example, the
VCSEL array device generates illumination light as a pulse
train of at least 100 microsecond pulses repeating every
millisecond. In another example, the pulse train may include
pulses ranging between 100-130 microseconds repeating
every millisecond. In one particular example, the VCSEL
array device generates illumination light as a pulse train of
120 microsecond pulses repeating every millisecond. It will
be understood that the VCSEL array device may generate
illumination light at any suitable modulation speed without
departing from the scope of this disclosure.

The VCSEL array device 412 may emit an incoherent
illumination light beam through the diffuser 421 of the
illumination module 406 to diffuse illumination light to the
environment 416. The diffuser spreads illumination light
throughout the environment to make efficient use of the
optical power of the VCSEL array device. The incoherent
light provided by the VCSEL array device may have suitable
illumination homogenization characteristics (e.g., speckle
suppression, reduction of diffraction artifacts and Moiré
fringes as well) that may simplify illumination optics
designs (e.g., diffuser 421) for distributing laser light into the
environment.

Light provided to the environment 416 by the illumination
module 406 may be reflected off objects in the environment,
such as object 422. The depth sensor module 408 may be
configured to receive light returned from the environment
416 including light reflected off of the object 422. The depth
sensor module 408 includes one or more lenses 424, a
band-pass filter (BPF) 426, and an image sensor 428. The
one or more lenses 424 may be configured to direct the
returned light through the band-pass filter 426 and to the
image sensor 428. The image sensor 428 may be mounted to
the heat sink 402. The image sensor 428 may be configured
to detect at least a portion of illumination light reflected from
the image environment. In particular, each sensor pixel may
act as a ranging unit by mixing the incoming light (e.g.,
mainly modulated laser light reflected from the environ-
ment) generated signal at the pixel with the modulated input
signal 420, yielding information of phase shift (or time
delay) of reflected light, and therefore the distance from the
image sensor 428 to the object 422 in the environment 416.

It will be understood that a low wavelength shift over
temperature of the VCSEL array device (typically 0.06
nm/K for VCSEL compared to 0.3 nn/K for EELD at near
IR wavelengths) may be used advantageously with the
band-pass filter 426 to achieve a high signal to noise ratio
(SNR) at the depth image sensor while operating in a wide
range of temperatures. By matching a wavelength of the
VCSEL array device and the band-pass filter an illumination
power level may be reduced while maintaining a desired
sensor SNR. Such a configuration may also apply to TOF
depth cameras having a plurality of imaging sensor modules
used to determine depth information.

FIG. 5 schematically shows a TOF depth camera 500
according to another embodiment of this disclosure. Com-
ponents of the TOF depth camera 500 that may be substan-
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6

tially the same as those of the TOF depth camera 400 are
identified in the same way and are described no further.
However, it will be noted that components identified in the
same way in different embodiments of this disclosure may
be at least partly different.

The TOF depth camera 500 includes an illumination
module 506 where a VCSEL array device 512 and a driver
518 are mounted between a heat sink 502 and a PCB 510.
In particular, the PCB 510 has a first side 530 oriented to
face a mounting surface 504 of the heat sink 502, a second
side 532 that opposes the first side, and an opening 534
extending through the PCB between the first side and the
second side. The VCSEL array device 512 may be mounted
to the first side 530 of the PCB 510 via a plurality of
soldering pads 536. The VCSEL array device 512 may be
configured to emit the illumination light through the opening
534.

Further, an illumination module 506 may include a ther-
mal interface material and/or stiffener layer 538 mounted to
the mounting surface 504 of the heat sink 502. The VCSEL
array device 512 and a driver 518 may be mounted to the
thermal interface material and/or stiffener layer 538. The
thermal interface material and/or stiffener layer 538 may
provide an efficient thermal connection between these com-
ponents and the heat sink.

The TOF depth camera 500 may produce a relatively
lower amount of radiated emissions than a TOF depth
camera utilizing an EELD, as the VCSEL device has a
relatively low loop inductance due to a low profile created
by a flat mounting of the VCSEL array device between the
PCB and the heat sink. In contrast, an EELD may have a
higher profile to allow edge illumination to be emitted.
Moreover, a natural Faraday cage may be created by the
VCSEL array device being sandwiched between the PCB
and the heat sink, which also may help to reduce radiated
emissions of the VCSEL array device.

FIG. 6 schematically shows a top view of the illumination
module 506 of the TOF depth camera 500 of FIG. 5. The
driver 518 and the VCSEL array device 512 may be posi-
tioned below the PCB 510. The opening 534 may be sized
large enough to allow light emitted by the VCSEL array to
shine through the opening without interference. Moreover,
the opening may be sized large enough to not interfere with
the VCSEL chip or any bonding wires.

Such a configuration may provide a more efficient thermal
connection between the heat sink and the VCSEL array
device relative to the TOF depth camera 400 shown in FIG.
5. In particular, heat from the VCSEL array device may be
transferred to the heat sink without flowing through the
PCB. The increased heat transfer in turn reduces a laser
junction temperature that increases an operating efficiency
of the VCSEL array device. Moreover, this configuration
allows for flexibility in a layout of the PCB that reduces loop
inductance of the VCSEL array device. Because heat is not
transferred to the heat sink through the PCB, a standard PCB
material (e.g., FR4) can be used instead of the more expen-
sive thermally conductive PCB material. For example, the
PCB may be made of a material having a thermal conduc-
tivity less than 2 Watts/(meters-Kelvin).

As mentioned above, the embodiments described herein
may be used as a natural user input device for a computing
system. FIG. 7 schematically shows a non-limiting embodi-
ment of a computing system 700 that may be coupled to a
natural user input device that includes a TOF depth camera.
Computing system 700 is shown in simplified form. Com-
puting system 700 may take the form of one or more
personal computers, server computers, tablet computers,
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home-entertainment  computers, network computing
devices, gaming devices, mobile computing devices, mobile
communication devices (e.g., smart phone), and/or other
computing devices.

Computing system 700 includes a logic machine 702 and
a storage machine 704. Computing system 700 may option-
ally include a display subsystem 706, a communication
subsystem 708, and/or other components not shown in FIG.
7.

Logic machine 702 includes one or more physical devices
configured to execute instructions. For example, the logic
machine may be configured to execute instructions that are
part of one or more applications, services, programs, rou-
tines, libraries, objects, components, data structures, or other
logical constructs. Such instructions may be implemented to
perform a task, implement a data type, transform the state of
one or more components, achieve a technical effect, or
otherwise arrive at a desired result.

The logic machine may include one or more processors
configured to execute software instructions. Additionally or
alternatively, the logic machine may include one or more
hardware or firmware logic machines configured to execute
hardware or firmware instructions. Processors of the logic
machine may be single-core or multi-core, and the instruc-
tions executed thereon may be configured for sequential,
parallel, and/or distributed processing. Individual compo-
nents of the logic machine optionally may be distributed
among two or more separate devices, which may be
remotely located and/or configured for coordinated process-
ing. Aspects of the logic machine may be virtualized and
executed by remotely accessible, networked computing
devices configured in a cloud-computing configuration.

Storage machine 704 includes one or more physical
devices configured to hold instructions executable by the
logic machine to implement the methods and processes
described herein. When such methods and processes are
implemented, the state of storage machine 704 may be
transformed—e.g., to hold different data.

Storage machine 704 may include removable and/or built-
in devices. Storage machine 704 may include optical
memory (e.g., CD, DVD, HD-DVD, Blu-Ray Disc, etc.),
semiconductor memory (e.g., RAM, EPROM, EEPROM,
etc.), and/or magnetic memory (e.g., hard-disk drive, floppy-
disk drive, tape drive, MRAM, etc.), among others. Storage
machine 704 may include volatile, nonvolatile, dynamic,
static, read/write, read-only, random-access, sequential-ac-
cess, location-addressable, file-addressable, and/or content-
addressable devices.

It will be appreciated that storage machine 704 includes
one or more physical devices. However, aspects of the
instructions described herein alternatively may be propa-
gated by a communication medium (e.g., an electromagnetic
signal, an optical signal, etc.), as opposed to being stored in
a storage medium.

Aspects of logic machine 702 and storage machine 704
may be integrated together into one or more hardware-logic
components. Such hardware-logic components may include
field-programmable gate arrays (FPGAs), program- and
application-specific integrated circuits (PASIC/ASICs), pro-
gram- and application-specific standard products (PSSP/
ASSPs), system-on-a-chip (SOC), and complex program-
mable logic devices (CPLDs), for example.

The terms “module,” “program,” and “engine” may be
used to describe an aspect of computing system 700 imple-
mented to perform a particular function. In some cases, a
module, program, or engine may be instantiated via logic
machine 702 executing instructions held by storage machine
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704. It will be understood that different modules, programs,
and/or engines may be instantiated from the same applica-
tion, service, code block, object, library, routine, AP, func-
tion, etc. Likewise, the same module, program, and/or
engine may be instantiated by different applications, ser-
vices, code blocks, objects, routines, APIs, functions, etc.
The terms “module,” “program,” and “engine” may encom-
pass individual or groups of executable files, data files,
libraries, drivers, scripts, database records, etc.

When included, display subsystem 706 may be used to
present a visual representation of data held by storage
machine 704. This visual representation may take the form
of a graphical user interface (GUI). As the herein described
methods and processes change the data held by the storage
machine, and thus transform the state of the storage
machine, the state of display subsystem 706 may likewise be
transformed to visually represent changes in the underlying
data. Display subsystem 706 may include one or more
display devices utilizing virtually any type of technology.
Such display devices may be combined with logic machine
702 and/or storage machine 704 in a shared enclosure, or
such display devices may be peripheral display devices.

When included, communication subsystem 708 may be
configured to communicatively couple computing system
700 with one or more other computing devices. Communi-
cation subsystem 708 may include wired and/or wireless
communication devices compatible with one or more dif-
ferent communication protocols. As non-limiting examples,
the communication subsystem may be configured for com-
munication via a wireless telephone network, or a wired or
wireless local- or wide-area network. In some embodiments,
the communication subsystem may allow computing system
700 to send and/or receive messages to and/or from other
devices via a network such as the Internet.

NUI interface system 701 may be configured to provide
user input to computing system 700. More particularly, the
NUI interface system may include a depth camera 716
configured to generate depth information about an object
based upon image information generated by an image sensor
from detected illumination light and to output the depth
information to the computing device 700. To this end, the
NUI interface system includes a logic machine 710 and a
storage machine 712. To detect the user input, the NUI
interface system receives low-level input (e.g., signal) from
an array of sensory components, which may include one or
more visible light cameras 714, depth cameras 716, and
microphones 718. Other example NUI componentry may
include one or more infrared or stereoscopic cameras; a head
tracker, eye tracker, accelerometer, and/or gyroscope for
motion detection and/or intent recognition; as well as elec-
tric-field sensing componentry for assessing brain activity.
In some embodiments, the NUI interface system may com-
prise or interface with one or more user-input devices such
as a keyboard, mouse, touch screen, or game controller.

The NUI interface system processes the low-level input
from the sensory components to yield an actionable, high-
level input to computing system 700. Such action may
generate corresponding text-based user input or other high-
level commands, which are received in computing system
700. In some embodiments, NUI interface system and
sensory componentry may be integrated together, at least in
part. In other embodiments, the NUI interface system may
be integrated with the computing system and receive low-
level input from peripheral sensory components.

In one particular example, a TOF depth camera includes
a logic machine and a storage machine holding instructions
executable by the logic machine to generate depth informa-
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tion about an object based upon image information gener-
ated by an image sensor from detected illumination light and
to output the depth information to a computing device.

It will be understood that the configurations and/or
approaches described herein are exemplary in nature, and
that these specific embodiments or examples are not to be
considered in a limiting sense, because numerous variations
are possible. The specific routines or methods described
herein may represent one or more of any number of pro-
cessing strategies. As such, various acts illustrated and/or
described may be performed in the sequence illustrated
and/or described, in other sequences, in parallel, or omitted.
Likewise, the order of the above-described processes may be
changed.

The subject matter of the present disclosure includes all
novel and nonobvious combinations and subcombinations of
the various processes, systems and configurations, and other
features, functions, acts, and/or properties disclosed herein,
as well as any and all equivalents thereof.

The invention claimed is:

1. A time-of-flight (TOF) depth camera configured to
collect image data from an image environment illuminated
by illumination light, the TOF depth camera comprising:

a heat sink having a mounting surface;

an illumination module mounted to the mounting surface

of the heat sink, the illumination module including
a printed circuit board (PCB),

a vertical-cavity surface emitting laser (VCSEL)
array device configured to generate illumination
light to illuminate the image environment, the
VCSEL array device being mounted to the PCB,
the VCSEL array device including a VCSEL chip,
a submount including an anode and a cathode
positioned on a same side of the submount, and a
stiffener layer, wherein the VCSEL chip is bonded
to the cathode and electrically connected to the
anode via a plurality of bonding wires, and
wherein the stiffener layer is positioned between
the submount and the mounting surface of the heat
sink, and

a driver configured to deliver an operating current to
the VCSEL array device, the driver being mounted
to the PCB and electrically connected to the
VCSEL array device via the PCB; and

an image sensor mounted to the mounting surface of the

heat sink, the image sensor configured to detect at least
a portion of illumination light reflected from the image
environment.

2. The TOF depth camera of claim 1, wherein the PCB is
mounted between the heat sink and the VCSEL array device.

3. The TOF depth camera of claim 2, wherein the PCB is
made of a material having a thermal conductivity greater
than 2 W/(m-K).

4. The TOF depth camera of claim 1, wherein the PCB has
a first side oriented to face the mounting surface of the heat
sink, a second side that opposes the first side, and an opening
extending through the PCB between the first side and the
second side, and wherein the VCSEL array device is
mounted to the first side of the PCB and emits the illumi-
nation light through the opening.

5. The TOF depth camera of claim 4, wherein the sub-
mount has a first side, wherein the VCSEL array device
includes a plurality of soldering pads, and wherein the
VCSEL chip and the plurality of soldering pads are coupled
between the first side of the submount and the first side of
the PCB.
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6. The TOF depth camera of claim 4, wherein the PCB is
made of a material having a thermal conductivity less than
2 W/(m-K).

7. The TOF depth camera of claim 1, wherein the VCSEL
array device generates illumination light as a pulse train of
at least 100 microsecond pulses repeating every millisecond.

8. A time-of-flight (TOF) depth camera configured to
collect image data from an image environment illuminated
by illumination light, the TOF depth camera comprising:

a heat sink having a mounting surface;

an illumination module mounted to the mounting surface

of the heat sink, the illumination module including

a printed circuit board (PCB) having a first side ori-
ented to face the mounting surface of the heat sink,
a second side that opposes the first side, and an
opening extending through the PCB between the first
side and the second side,

a vertical-cavity surface emitting laser (VCSEL) array
device configured to generate illumination light to
illuminate the image environment, the VCSEL array
device being mounted to the first side of the PCB and
emitting the illumination light through the opening,
the VCSEL array device including a VCSEL chip, a
submount including an anode and a cathode posi-
tioned on a same side of the submount, and a
stiffener layer, wherein the VCSEL chip is bonded to
the cathode and electrically connected to the anode
via a plurality of bonding wires, and wherein the
stiffener layer is positioned between the submount
and the mounting surface of the heat sink, and

a driver configured to deliver an operating current to
the VCSEL array device, the driver being mounted to
first side of the PCB and electrically connected to the
VCSEL array device via the PCB; and

an image sensor mounted to the mounting surface of the

heat sink, the image sensor configured to detect at least

a portion of illumination light reflected from the image

environment.

9. The TOF depth camera of claim 8, wherein the sub-
mount has a first side, wherein the VCSEL array device
includes a plurality of soldering pads, and wherein the
VCSEL chip and the plurality of soldering pads are coupled
between the first side of the submount and the first side of
the PCB.

10. The TOF depth camera of claim 8, wherein the PCB
is made of material having a thermal conductivity less than
2 W/(m-K).

11. The TOF depth camera of claim 8, wherein the
VCSEL array device generates illumination light as a pulse
train of at least 100 microsecond pulses repeating every
millisecond.

12. A time-of-flight (TOF) depth camera configured to
collect image data from an image environment illuminated
by illumination light, the TOF depth camera comprising:

a heat sink having a mounting surface;

an illumination module mounted to the mounting surface

of the heat sink, the illumination module including

a printed circuit board (PCB) having a first side ori-
ented to face the mounting surface of the heat sink,
a second side that opposes the first side, and an
opening extending through the PCB between the first
side and the second side,

a vertical-cavity surface emitting laser (VCSEL) array
device configured to generate illumination light to
illuminate the image environment, the VCSEL array
device being mounted to the first side of the PCB and
emitting the illumination light through the opening,
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the VCSEL array device includes a VCSEL chip, a
submount including an anode and a cathode posi-
tioned on a same side of the submount, and a
stiffener layer, wherein the VCSEL chip is bonded to
the cathode and electrically connected to the anode 5
via a plurality of bonding wires, and wherein the
stiffener layer is positioned between the submount
and the mounting surface of the heat sink, and

a driver configured to deliver an operating current to
the VCSEL array device, the driver being mounted to 10
the first side of the PCB and electrically connected to
the VCSEL array device via the PCB;

an image sensor mounted to the mounting surface of the

heat sink, the image sensor configured to detect at least
a portion of illumination light reflected from the image 15
environment;

a storage machine holding instructions; and

a logic machine configured to execute the instructions to

generate depth information about the object based upon
image information generated by the image sensor 20
from detected illumination light, and

output the depth information to a computing device.

13. The TOF depth camera of claim 12, wherein the
submount has a first side, wherein the VCSEL array device
further includes a plurality of soldering pads, and wherein 25
the VCSEL chip and the plurality of soldering pads are
coupled between the first side of the submount and the first
side of the PCB.



